Facts About the City
And County Taken
From the Early Files
of the Mexico Week-
ly Ledger.

Men may come and men may go,
but newspapers seem destined to go
on forever. 8o a perusal of copies
of the Mexico Weekly Ledger of
1B66 and 1856 would have one believe
for even in those pioneer days the
weekly paper that was carvied "post
haste” by stage and on horse.back
was a thing that people looked for-
ward to.

In those days when the telegraph
was in its infancy and the speedy wire
service of todsy was lacking papers

were more largely local and por.|

trayed little of world news, except
that which was brought by travelers
or had been copied from other sheets.

The editor and the reporters too
put a great deal of editorial matter
in their news articles, often express-
ing opirdons more freely than they
told the news.

The newspaper formed, too & sort
of “weekly novel” for it had one on
the front page, that stood out, even
about the most conspicuous want ad
and was sure to rivet the attention of
the ladies by such gentle titles as
"The Noble Revenge” and "The Dying
Year.”

The Weekly Ledger, one of the
pioneer papers of Central Missouri
had as its policy in 1866 the high
theme of "Devotion to Literature,
fcience, Agriculture, Education,
Amusements, the Markets Ete,” all
of which indicated that the editor of
1866 must have indeed been a ver-
gatile man. He also professed strict
mutmlitf in. politics, but anmounced
that his terms were $1 in advahece,

As a top header on the front page
of the issue of September 15, 1866
John Q. Pool announced that his
“stock of dry goods was alright’”’ and:
that “it is useless to attempt or 40
enumerate the wide assortment nb¥w
on hand.” T. W. Reed, in competi.
tion, announced, with a larger ad
that the prices on razors, assorted
perfumery and Portmonies Ete,
were “Going Down' as he was dis
posing of his stock at “prime cost.”

T, M. Northeutt had an ad "Of In-
terest to Gold Hunters,” but he was
not trying to interest the kind of
hunters that had crossed the plains,
for he was giving bargaing in iron
bed-steads.

(. W. Rickette, Attorney and
Counsellor at law displayed a bold
ad on the front page, a thing that all

good barristers shun now a days, and |

announced that his specialty was the
“guaranieed prompt collection of
debts.” '

On that date t0o it is recorded that
ane Willinm P, Hart of Christian Col-
lege proposed to establish a high
sofool  in  Mexico called “Prairie
College” and that in addition to the
gegular course instruction would be
given in Greek and Latin Langusge.
‘“Perms for five months from $8 to
$12."7

“The Mansion House'' in Louisiana,
Mo., then the scene of many a recital
of the events of the plains, and where
travelers from east and west met, an.
nounced a new management, that of
Mitehell & Gladney,

Land near Mexico was just being
opened and little of it was in culti-
vation. One record of real estate
transfers states that “Henry Wil-
liams sold 160 acres of unimproved
land east of Mexico to T. M. North.
cutt & Co, for §56 per acre.”

Another states that T. 8. Eller,
agent for BE. Garrett of Baltimore,
Md., sold to John G, Field of Colum.
bia 280 acres of unimproved farm
land seven miles south east of Mexico
for $10 per acre.”

A Howard County man had a novel
jdea of ampusing vcompetition in a
coming fair, He announced  that
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Jackson, son of Judge James Jackson
of pioneer days of the county.

Afier the batle of Moore’s Mill, Por-
ter's comamnd divided up into small
detachments, some gouing to their
homes, some to their rendezvous but
the main body was going to the
northern part of the state.

After the battle of Moore's Mill, Por
ter's command agein divided insto
small detachments, some surrendering
mnder Lieutenant Tood at Mexico and
some going south with Captain R. K.
Phillips, among whom were Joe Inlow
and Sam Murnay, both of Audrain
county. .

Great excitement was created in
Mexico and its vicinity when it was
known that the notorious Bill Ander.
son was in an adjoining county and

fore the Centralin Massacre. A little
after the middle of September, 1864,
Anderson made an attack on the post
at Fayette and was driven .off. He
then went through Randolph county
to. Paris and finding the federal forces
there too strong for him, twmed to
the southwand, coming in the direc.
tion of Mexico, until he reached a
point where the Mexico and Paris
rond crosses Long Branch. Instead
of continuing on his way toward Mex.
ico, he turmed southwestward and
crossed’ the western part of Audrain
county to Centrslia He was followed
from Paris by Major Johnson with
sbout one hundred and seventy-five
men and the next day the fight at
Centralia occurred.  Shortly - before
this Captain George W. Bryson, a
regular Confederate soldier of the

“John R. White of Howard County
proposes giving a $50 silver pitcher,
at the state fair to the person who
will exhibit a better one year mule
colt than the one he will exhibit.”

The same igsue speaks of the death
of a soldier of the Revolutionary War,
stating that “Thomas Dunbar, an old
soldier of the Revolution died at the
Tesidence of his son in Madlson Coun-
| ty, Ky. Hé was born in Louden Va.,,
in 1762 and had lived to be 103 years
of mn

The St. Louis stock market. reveals
the fact that butchers were paying
514 for beef and that the market was
brisk.

Hogs from the wagons and Tail
roads were selling at 4%e to Be.

YAt Cadiz, Ky, a free negro was
heng reently in accordance with the

Another negro who knew of & 9tlat
that had been formed was ordered fo
be whipped and was given seven Bun-
dred and fifty lashes, when he died”
' In 1868 the policy of the Ledger
had chefiged so that the sheet wis
headed with the caption “The Welfare
of the people ia the first great law”
and the editor was conducting a col.

among which was this:
better than presence of mind in a
railroad accident. Answer. Absence
inf the body.” Another read:

“There's & divinity that shapes our |

ends the pig remarked as the looked
at the kink in his tail.”

As to the high cost of livin' in these
iolden days “It is said that in Salt
Lake City whiskey of the best grade
retaile for 25 cents per drink at the
bar and from $12 to $20 per gallon.”

As far as painless dentistry was
concerned, it must have been prac-
tiged then as today for one F. A.

anical dentist” of Fulton stated that
he could “remove or replace any
tronblesoma tooth without pain or
torture.”

According to the Ledger in 1868
| wheat was 80c & bu, corn 50c, sides of
bacon 8%c per b and whiskey 80c
a gallon, The world do move.

headed toward Audrain, shortly be.'

. |ular Confederate soldier and at the

sentence of the vigilance committée. |

umn of Biggledy-Piggledes, notable{render. Captain Bryson returned to
“What ' fs |

Brewer, "“practical as well as mech-

detail of ten men, of his best and
Missouri to recruit men for the ser-
| south side, these men got across the
traveling sbout twenty miles north.

ated, each going to his former home.
EBryson went to the home of John

recruited four men. Near Centralia
erals guarding a wagon load of am.
Centtalia to Columbia. Bryson, with

and though Major Evans in charge
of the troop, had a full company, they
ran, abandoning their charge. Bryson
captored 76 guns and 10,000 rounds|*
of ammunition and soon raised a com. | *
pany of sixty-two men. He soon af-
terward captured a train of Federal
horses at Centralia. He then started
on & seout to capture Mexico. While
north of Mexico about ten miles one
morning, the divided his men into
small bunches in order to breakfast
at different houses. One of these
houses was that of Peyton Botts. |,
The lieutenant who had ordered -
breakfast at the Botts’ homg failed |,
to leave a guard there to look out for
Federals. While Mrs. Botts was pre-

came plong and seeing that unusual

threats of killing her husband to tell
rebles, The Federals concealed them-
returned to the house to eat break.
range by the Federals, killing one
horse and wounding Bryson.
fell back into the woods and rallied

Botta' house, they were all gone, car-

man whose horse they had killed.
This fight oceurred the day before

L -
the Bill Anderson fight at Centralia,|e SUNDAY SCHOOL * |
and for that reason in the minds of |« SUPERINTENDENTS « |
some, Bryson has beenconnected with|e ¢ o o o # & & s + o »
Anderson in the guerilla warfare of , -
North Missouri, Bryson was mever g{hm“t:l{'::m&;:a}' ‘ ‘
connected with Bill Anderson though Ba t t‘Rm wr — ' |
| Britton in his “The Civil War on the Ha?i m‘_ Chs hagnﬂ;r. tod Ioh |
Border,” puts Bryson down as a| e urt‘ God—Ralph |}

Hutcherson. l

guerilla, and classes him with Ander- |
{gon, Todd and others. He was a reg-!

time of these occurrences was re-
eruiting. Captain Bryson was taken
care of by Logan Mundy and John
Ellis of that meighborhood, until he
recovered from his wounds. He was
kept in the timber near their houses,
Bryson was attended by Dr. W. R.
Rodes, then of Santa Fe, now residing
in Mexico. While Bryson was still

. & & »

"April, 1864, General Smith made a|Lola Powell.
most daring ecouls fo go to north |deputy, Miss Mable Grafford,

vice. Pursued by Federals from the |Miss Lela Tinsley.

ingsworth, deputy, Miss Minerva San-
Barmes south of Centralia and there | ford, :

Bryson ran across a company of Fed- |Blum.
munition and guns, being taken from |Geporter, Mr. Funk.

his men, opened fire on the Federals,| Miss Ellen Stephens.

psring a breakfast a Federal troop |Emerson.

preparations were being made for Hughes. John E. Turner, Associate
breakfast compelled ' Mrs. Botis by |Pastor.

that the breakfast was for a band of |G. Robinsen.

selves and when Bryson with ten men | Cowart,

fast, they were fired upon at close|A. Wallace.

Bryson |T. Scott Hopkins.
his men, but when he got back to the |Father P. D. Gaven.

rying with them as a prisoner the Rev, Geo, Wharton. |

son, 0o,

Collector—C. P. Arnold, deputy Misg

tutedt by Willinm 1 Sonqn R
wete oo severe ol they |
denth far o men Kilhing n wr

e - —

County Clerk—8. P. Cunningham,
Circuit Clerk—E. F. Elliott, deputy,

Probate Judge—E. A. Shannon,

river just below Jefferson City, After |deputy, Miss Bess Woods. ul

‘ward in Callaway county, they separ. |Mrs. 8. T. Torreyson. |

Assessor—S8. T. Torreyson, deputy, | ’

Prosecuting Atorney—F. E. Hol.

Sherif—C. L. Blum, deputy, J. E.
Circuit Judge—E. 8. Gantt, court

Reecorder—Mrs. Stephens, deputy,

Treasurer—J. C. Ringo.
Surveyor—R. 8. McKinney.
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CITY HALL DIRECTOR

Mayor—J. W. Gallaher,
Clerk—Wallace Dearing.
Collector—J. D. McKeoe.
Assessor—John Marshall,
Chief of Police—Sam Wallace.
Fire Chief—Ed Pratt.
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Christian Church—The Rev. F, W.

Baptist Churebh—The Rev. J. H.

Holiness Church of God—William
Methodist Church-—The Rev. W. €.

Presbyterian Church—The Rev, A.

Chureh of the Nazarenne—The Rev.

St. Brendans Catholic Church—

St. Pauls's Episeopal Church—The |

L . a » . 4 » " 0w

Presbyterian—George Will Robert- |||

_

Christian Science—B. G. Null.
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AMERICAN LEGION
OFFICERS
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Bryan Wilson, Post Comamnder. .
George D. Talley, First Vice-Com+' ™

LET BUSINESS EDUCATION

Show the Way to Success

$135.00 a Month
given to a recent
Graduate of this
School.

Miss Lillian Calloway, of Moberly, Mo., entered last year and took a
government standard course and our celebrated Efficiency Plan did the
rest. M. C. C. training and service placed her in a position as teacher.
M. C. C. training cause big business men to bid for your services. It
will quickly qualify you for a $2,500.00 position and make you a “com-
munity leader.”” M. C. C. is an ACCREDITED SCHOOL. I
If you cannot enter college at present let us get you started in your |
home now, then you can enter our class later on without & “hitch.” {
LET M. C. C. DOUBLE YOUR INCOME! !

Write, call or phone for particulars ‘
|
|

MOBERLY GOMMERCIAL COLLEGE |
By Tannehill Park, Moberly, Mo. l

unable fo rservice, the first lientvf;-ﬂam.-i

of the company, under Bryson's in-
struetions, joined General Price near
| Boonville, By the time Bryson was
lable to travel, seventy-five men had
jcome to him and he started to the
| southern army and after a long and
| tiresome march, rejoined Kirhy Smith,
| with whom he remained until the sur-

issouri aftex the war and married
| the daughter of Logan Mundy, with
whom he became atquainted while
being nursed for -his wounds. He
now lives in Gainesville, Texas, and
is tressurer of Cooke county.

Oream Lore.

To dreamn you are ut the equates
signifies ay abundance of the neces
sitles of life. To farme’s It is a good
omen, a8 It promises good weather and
fine crops. To merchants it foretelle
a decrease In business. To cross the
equator in a ship, riches If the ship
s North bound; poverty If Boutb
bound. To see & line where the equs-
tor 18 denotes good business qualif- o
sntlons, success in commercial life

On the Job,

A western paper says: The measles
broke out here last week, but Dawe
Jobsen, the town constable, caughi
‘em.—Hostoh Transcript.
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The Pioneer In Audrain
Used The Ox Cart
to Travel

His son and daughter as well as his grand-
children TODAY, when they desire to travel com-

The two cars of greatest service and satis-
‘!aeﬁononthommw.

&nmu-ﬁm&mm&-m
' —one of them is sure to be just what you want,

The service we give with our cars is un-

THE FRANKLIN

MISSOU

RIMILITARY ACADEMY
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Develops red-blooded American manhood, through
careful co-ordinated military and academic training.
Fquipment and faculty exceptional.

Unit of R. O. T. C. with Army Detail, by direction of
the President of the United States. College Preparatory,
Business and Music. Graduates. admitted without ex-
amination to Universities.

“Big Brother Plan” of government brings boys into
close personal touch withtheir instructors. New build-
_ing for smaller boys. All Athleties, Debating and Liter-
ory Societies. Glee Club, Band and Orchestra. Special
- termhs to good musicians. Capacity taxed annually.
Early enrollment necessary. Catalogue. Address
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